MARIANA, MARSHALL AND CAROLINE     303

white and yellow, often with centres or borders of another hue,
and in the damp ground the Colocasia raised its enormous shiny
leaves while groups of delicate variegated Caladium grew in the
shade of the flowering shrubs and the coco-nut palms. Seaward
across the lagoon lay the outer reef, white with its coral and
whiter still with the foam of the breakers that beat upon it.

It was on my second visit to Truk, for our steamer recalled
there on its return from Jaluit, that I had the good fortune to
witness some really first-class native dancing. Our visit coin-
cided with the arrival of a large number of natives from an out-
lying group, who in rough boats had sailed across to implore
the Government for assistance in these hard days, for the price
of copra, on which to so great an extent these people depend, had
fallen desperately low. Though in many parts of the archipelago
coinage is not current and trade is carried on by barter, these
unfortunate people were unable to obtain their scanty wants in
exchange for a commodity that was almost worthless. The influx
of these very primitive natives was seized upon by the Governor
as the occasion for a fete and there is nothing that the people
themselves enjoy more than exhibiting their skill in the native
dances, especially on an official occasion such as this was and
with every probability of a free meal thrown in.

The scene of the gathering was a large open space below the
Government buildings, surrounded by flowering trees and
shrubs. It began with the drill of a native ** Young Men's
Association," one of the excellent social institutions which the
Japanese have introduced and support. Then a body of the
youths of Truk, decked and crowned in the fronds of palms, and
waving palm leaves in their hands danced and sang. For clothing
they wore shorts of just sufficient length to avoid shocking the
German lady missionary who honoured the feast with her
presence and nothing else. Their laughing good-looking faces,
their harmonious voices, their agile brown bodies decked in
foliage, and the grace with which they danced, rendered their
performance a very pleasing one. Then twelve or fifteen young
women most gaily arrayed took their place in front of the dais on
which the Governor's guests were seated and sat down on the
grass, but so coy they were that suddenly overcome with shyness
and giggles they turned their backs to the audience and remained
in that position until their song, accompanied by hand-clapping,
was completed.

Then it was the turn of the natives of the remote outlying
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